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Cassandra was adopted into the best family, but she’s still
curious about who she is, so she begins to search for her birth
mother. As soon as she does, life gets much more complicated.
Cass’s mom falls ill and needs a life-saving heart transplant. The
state drama competition is coming up, and Cass needs to win the
scholarship so she can afford to attend her dream college. Then,
a very attractive boy moves to her school and joins her in playing
the lead role in the school play. As her life collapses, Cass finds
out that her birth mother has written letters to her. Finding them
teaches Cass where she came from, but more importantly, they
teach her how to make the most of the life she has been given.
This thought-provoking read addresses many important lessons
about growing up. It explores the traits passed on by nature and
nurture and navigates the issues that many adopted children
face. The book is written in chapters alternating from Cass and
her birth mother’s points of view, giving the reader a chance to
get to know both sides of the story. This format allows readers
to read the letters before Cass receives them, adding needed
context while developing the birth mother’s story further. Though
Cass does discover the identity of her birth mother, she ultimately
decides not to reach out and make contact. This is a vital turning
point in the story and valuable lesson, teaching readers that
happiness can be found in the life you already lead. Overall, this
is a well-written, engaging, humorous, and highly recommended
coming-of-age story.
*Contains moderate sexual content and severe language.
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